Determination of HBV DNA in serum in a case of needlestick hepatitis.
HBV DNA in serum was determined by modified spot hybridization. A nurse of the dialysis staff was inoculated via needlestick with blood of a HBsAg-positive hemodialysis patient, who had 2000 pg HBV DNA per milliliter serum. After insufficient passive immunization the nurse developed transient anicteric hepatitis B. HBV DNA was positive in sera of the recipient before and at the beginning of the elevation of transaminases.